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ALBANIA. 7 Feb.— Yugoslavia. A Note was sent to the Yugoslay 
Government protesting against ‘provocative acts perpetrated against 
Albanian citizens in Belgrade’, and rejecting a similar protest recently 
received from Yugoslavia. 


AUSTRALIA. 8 Feb.—Petrol. Mr Menzies, Prime Minister, announced 
the end of petrol rationing in a national broadcast. This would have no 
evil consequences in terms of dollars but was rather a positive approach 
to the dollar problem, resulting, as it would, in increased production, 
improved transport, and the reduction of costs through higher efficiency. 
A full exchange of views had been held with the U.K. Government, 
Meanwhile dollar economies would be continued. British comment (see 
Great Britain). 

Indo China. The Government announced their recognition of the 
Bao Dai Government in Viet Nam, and of the Governments of Cam- 
bodia and Laos. 

15 Feb—Mr Spender, Minister for External Affairs, spoke at a 
function in Sydney about the Communist threat in Asia. Every effort 
must be made to compose whatever differences existed with Russia but 
there must be no policy of appeasement. 


AUSTRIA. 2 Feb.—It was learned that a sterling payments agreement 
had been signed with Britain on 26 January with effect from 31 January. 


BELGIUM. 8 Feb.—The House of Representatives adopted the Bill 
for the organization of a referendum on the question of King Leopold's 
return by 117 votes to 92. 

Indo China. The Government recognized the Bao Dai Government 
in Viet Nam and the Governments of Cambodia and Laos. 

Anglo-Belgian trade talks ended in Brussels after agreement had been 
reached to extend the monetary agreement to 30 June. Arrangements 
were also made for permitting a higher level of trade and increased 
facilities for tourist travel. 

11 Feb.—Defence. The Defence Ministry announced a reorganization 
of the High Command in line with Belgium’s international obligations. 

15 Feb.—Defence. M. Deveze, Minister of Defence, told the Senate 
that the defence Budget for 1950 would be over 8,000 m. francs—nearly 
11 per cent of the total Budget. In line with Belgium’s obligations under 
the Brussels and North Atlantic Treaties the Army was being re- 
organized into intervention forces, which would come under the allied 
command in war time, and territorial forces for defence against air 
invasion. The Navy was to be trebled and the air force expanded. 


BOLIVIA. 5 Feb.—It was announced that the police had crushed a 
Communist plot to attack electric power and food supplies. A number of 
arrests had been made. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 3 Feb.—Tanganyika. Rioting broke out in 
the native quarter of Dar-Es-Salaam where a dock strike had been in 
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progress for several days. Two British police officers and nineteen 
African police were injured. One of the rioters was killed and seven 
wounded. Eighty-six arrests were made. 

g Feb.—Uganda. Report on 1949 riots published (see Great Britain). 


BRITISH HONDURAS. 13 Feb.—-The Legislative Council unani- 
mously passed a motion demanding that Britain should make an 
immediate grant of {1 m. to the colony to alleviate unrest and hardship 
caused by devaluation. 


BRITISH WEST AFRICA. 6 Feb.—Gold Coast. Sir Charles Arden- 
Clarke, the Governor, flew to Kumasi where he appealed at a meeting of 
African chiefs for close co-operation between all the territories in 
approaching the task of constitutional reform. 

g Feb.—Nigeria. The general secretary of the Nigerian Zikist (extreme 
Nationalist) movement, Mokwugwo Okoye, was arrested. 

13 Feb.—Nigeria. It was announced that the Nigerian youth move- 
ment and the National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons were to 
merge into one organization to be known as ‘S.G.N.’ (Self-government 
for Nigeria now). 


BULGARIA. 8 Feb.—Indo China. The Government recognized Ho 
Chi-minh’s régime in Viet Nam. 

10 Feb.—Balkan Federation. It was learned that the Communist 
Party organ had published an article emphasizing the party’s con- 
tinued interest in the idea of a union of Southern Slavs in the form of 
an economic and political federation ‘set up with the assistance and 
support of the U.S.S.R.’ Their efforts in March 1948 to achieve this 
union as quickly as possible had been defeated by the dilatory attitude 
of the Yugoslav Communist Party. 


BURMA. 2 Feb.—Chauk was reported to have been captured by the 
Communists. 
14 Feb.—Martial law—imposed in 1948—was extended till September. 


CANADA. 2 Feb.—Mr Pearson in Tokyo (see Fapan). 

Czechoslovakia, It was learned that after investigations the Govern- 
ment had decided that the recent charges against two members of the 
Legation staff in Prague were baseless, and in retaliation for their 
expulsion had ordered the recall of two members of the Czechoslovak 
Legation staff in Ottawa. 

3 Feb.—Immigration. It was learned that over 362,000 immigrants had 
arrived in the country since the end of the war. 

8 Feb.—Foreign Trade. Mr Abbott, Finance Minister, announced the 
relaxation in two stages of the import controls imposed in 1947. 

g Feb.—Atomic energy talks in Britain (see Great Britain). 

Mr Pearson, Secretary of State for External Affairs, returned to 
Ottawa after the Commonwealth Conference and his subsequent mis- 
sion to Karachi, Delhi, Rangoon, Hong Kong, and Tokyo. 
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CANADA (continued) ‘ 

10 Feb.—Mr Pearson, speaking to the press on his tour, said that the 
international centre of gravity appeared to have shifted from Europe 
to the Far East which was the most active front of Soviet Communist 
imperialism. 


CHILE. 3 Feb.—Government Changes. The Cabinet resigned following 
a wave of strikes throughout the country in protest against a Bill to 


freeze wages. 
4 Feb.—The strikes ended. 


CHINA. 4 Feb.—A Peking broadcast announced the establishment on 
27 January of a regional Government embracing the provinces of 
Shantung, Kiangsu, Anhwei, Chekiang, Fukien, and Taiwan (Formosa), 
The chairman was Mr Jao Shu-shih. 

5 Feb.—Communist Army headquarters reported that in the three and 
a half years of civil war the Nationalists had lost 7,445,620 men, mostly 
by desertion or surrender. 

7 Feb.—Nationalist request for U.S. ‘sympathetic aid’ (see United 
States). 

g Feb.—Gen. Chiang Kai-shek was reported to have resumed leader- 
ship of the Nationalists as chairman of the emergency military Govern- 
ment. 

Macao. It was learned that the Governor of Kwantung had issued a 
statement in Canton complaining that the Government of Macao had 
intervened three months earlier on behalf of Nationalist warships, and 
declaring that such hostile acts could not be tolerated. 

State Department statement (see United States). 

The Nationalist Government at Taipeh, Formosa, received a U.S. 
Note protesting against ‘deliberate aerial attacks’ on U.S. property in 
Shanghai. 

10 Feb.—Tibet. It was learned that the Panchen Lama had sent a 
message to the Communist authorities from his headquarters in 
Chinghai declaring that Tibetan patriots would help the People’s 
Liberation Army in the ‘liberation’ of ‘Tibet. 

13 Feb.—French protest re bombing of Shanghai (see France). 

Mr Hutchison and Mr Sen, the British and Indian Chargés d’ Affaires, 
arrived in Peking. 

14 Feb.—Tan Kah-kee, the millionaire industrialist and a member of 
the Government Council in Peking arrived in Hong Kong on his way 
to Malaya. He denied recent reports of a split in the Communist Party. 

Signature of Sino-Soviet treaty and agreements (see U.S.S.R.). 


COUNCIL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS. 15 Feb.—Austrian Treaty. 
The four deputies met in London. Following the Soviet deputy’s 
statement that he had no information on the progress of the direct 
Soviet-Austrian negotiations, the meeting was adjourned till 1 March. 


CYPRUS. 6 Feb.—The Archbishop of Cyprus wrote to the Governor 
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saying that 96 per cent of the population had voted for union with 
Greece and asking for the immediate transfer of the island. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 2 Feb.—Expulsion of two members of Legation 
staff in Ottawa (see Canada). 

Indo China, It was announced that the Government had recognized 
Ho Chi-minh’s Government. 

3 Feb.—Treason. A court at Brno sentenced one man to death and 
thirteen other persons to terms of imprisonment ranging from one to 
twenty-five years on charges of plotting against the State, and organized 
terrorism. 

7 Feb.—Agreement on admission to western Germany of 20,000 
persons of German origin (see Germany). 

10 Feb.—A court at Jihlava, Moravia, sentenced three men to death, 
two to life imprisonment, and eighteen others to prison terms ranging 
from three to twenty-five years on charges of plotting against the 
Government. 

12 Feb.—Dr Dolansky, Minister of Planning, speaking in Bratislava 
announced plans to speed up the industrialization of Slovakia. 

14 Feb.—It was announced that two U.S. Mormon missionaries had 
been arrested for entering a prohibited zone without permission. 

Church and State. It was learned that Archbishop Beran, who was 
still under police supervision, had sent a letter to the Catholic clergy 
calling on them to undertake pilgrimages to Prague churches and to 
take part in public prayers during Holy Year. 


15 Feb.—The Government were reported to have approved the 
creation of a single State Bank to take over the functions of the country’s 
four main banks. 


DENMARK. 13 Feb.—Conference of Scandinavian Prime Ministers 


(see Sweden). 
14 Feb.—Trade agreement with Britain (see Great Britain). 


EGYPT. 5 Feb.—The Government decided to end martial law (intro- 
duced in May 1948) but to retain censorship of outgoing mail and cables 
pending settlement of the Palestine question. 

12 Feb.—Palestine. According to a report in the Wafdest press Nahhas 
Pasha, Prime Minister, told Mr Bevin, the British Foreign Secretary, 
during the latter’s recent visit to Cairo that the Government refused to 
allow the passage of crude oil through the Suez Canal to Haifa and 
would also prevent oil bound for European refineries from passing 
through the canal because it might be diverted to Haifa. 

15 Feb.—The Foreign Minister, Mohammed Salah ud-Din, spoke in 
the Senate about the need for an elastic foreign policy. The Govern- 
ment could not bind itself to any specific line of action. 


ERITREA. 6 Feb.—The press restrictions imposed on 29 December 
were withdrawn. 
9 Feb.—British troops, assisted by police and armed tribesmen com- 
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ERITREA (continued) 
pleted their first major operation against the Shifta, or armed bandit 
bands, which had been terrorizing Italian nationals and Muslim villagers, 
13 Feb.—A large party of Shifta seized a police post at Mai Tecli, 
a village about sixty miles north-west of Asmara. 
14 Feb.—The U.N. Commission met for the first time in Asmara, 
15 Feb.—It was learned that the U.N. Commission had invited any 
individual or group of individuals in Eritrea to submit before 28 Feb- 
ruary any written statement relating to the future status of the territory, 


EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION. 7 Feb.—The second 
interim report of the O.E.E.C. which was published showed that thanks 
to Marshall aid to the value of nearly $10,000 m. received during the 
past two years, output in Western Europe had expanded annually by 
about $30,000 m. Industrial production had risen by 30 per cent and 
agricultural production by 25 per cent. The problem was no longer one 
of total production but of producing the right sort of goods at a price 
which would enable them to compete effectively with American goods. 
This would involve cutting costs, increasing productivity, and a liberal 
U.S. tariffs policy. Only thus could the dollar gap, which had been 
reduced from $8,000 m. to $4,000 m., be closed. The aims for the next 
two years included the continued development of industrial and agri- 
cultural production, the continuation of investment programmes in 
Europe, and a programme of investments in overseas territories to the 
value of $7,000 m. It was also proposed that exports to North America 
should be increased by one-half and imports reduced by one-quarter. 
Invisible dollar earnings must also be increased. For the final closing of 
the dollar gap after 1952, the report demanded a continuation and 
intensification of the efforts to be made by member States during the 
coming two years accompanied by a parallel adjustment on the part of 
other countries. A chapter on closer economic integration included the 
programme for the liberalization of European trade and the outlines of 
an intra-European payments union. A warning was given that European 
economic integration, though a long-term need, would not contribute 
decisively to the immediate dollar problem. A chapter on migration 
showed that there were nearly 1,500,000 persons who had little or no 
hope of ever being productively employed in Europe. 


FINLAND. 14 Feb.—An explosion occurred during the night in the 
Parliament building. 

15 Feb.—Elections. Dr Paasikivi (Liberal-Conservative) was re- 
elected President by the Electoral College with 171 votes out of a total 
of 300. Mr Pekkala (People’s Democrat) received 67 votes, and Mr 
Kekkonen (Agrarian) 62. 


FRANCE. 2 Feb.—Indo China. The Council of the Republic ratified the 
treaties with Viet Nam, Laos, and Cambodia by 294 votes to 20. 

M. Schneiter, the acting Foreign Minister, received Mr Bogomolov, 
the Soviet Ambassador and repeated verbally the Government's protest 
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against the Soviet recognition of Ho Chi-minh. He emphasized the 
extremely serious effect of this action on Franco-Russian relations. 

3 Feb.—Britain. M. Schneiter received Mr Bevin, the British Foreign 
Secretary, who stopped in Paris on his return home from Rome. 

4 Feb.—Government Changes. The Socialist members of the Govern- 
ment (five Ministers and four junior Ministers) resigned following the 
Government’s refusal to accept the Socialist party's proposals for 
granting a monthly bonus to the lower paid workers until the passing of 
the Bill on collective bargaining. In a letter to M. Bidault, Prime 
Minister, they said that their resignation should not affect the Govern- 
ment’s parliamentary majority. 

6 Feb.—Trial of French diplomat in Poland (see Poland). 

7 Feb.—Government Changes. The new non-Socialist Ministers whose 
names were announced included M. Queuille (Radical, formerly vice- 
Premier) Interior, and M. Bacon (M.R.P.) Labour. 

The Assembly voted by 225 to 185, with 200 abstentions (including 
the Socialists) to renew its support for M. Bidault. 

Saar. Negotiations began in Paris between the Government and a 
Saar delegation led by Herr Hoffmann, the Prime Minister. 

8 Feb.—Wages and Prices. The Assembly passed the Bill on collective 
bargaining by 451 votes to nil, with the right-wing parties abstaining. 

11 Feb.—R.P.F. Gen. de Gaulle, addressing a mass meeting of the 
R.P.F. (French People’s Rally) said that though he refused to enter 
into any coalition that would prolong the existing régime he was willing 
to examine ‘with all who desire it’ the best way to consult the electorate. 
After criticizing the Constitution—‘so designed that powerlessness 
suffocates and degrades the State’, he explained that he had withdrawn 
from power in 1946 because although he had had the means to impose 
his will he had believed, as he still maintained, that French political 
stability could only be built on the freely expressed approval of the 
nation. He re-emphasized the importance of his plans for the association 
of capital and labour on a profit-sharing basis. 

12 Feb.—Communism. Clashes occurred with the police during a 
Communist demonstration in Toulon. Eleven policemen and thirty 
demonstrators were injured. 

13 Feb.—China. It was announced that the Government had pro- 
tested to the Chinese Nationalist Government against the bombing of 
French property in Shanghai. 

14 Feb.—Communism. In response to an appeal by the Communist- 
led trade unions about 2,000 factory workers at Nice collected on the 
quayside to prevent the loading of military equipment. Having over- 
whelmed a special police guard they seized a crate believed to contain 
rocket-firing equipment and threw it into the harbour. They then dis- 
persed and returned to work. About ten policemen were injured. 

Sentences in Stettin Trial (see Poland). 

15 Feb.—Communism. The Council of Ministers decided on measures 
to ‘protect the State and public services against all Communist attempts 
at violence and sabotage’ and in particular to protect the transport of 
military materials. 
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GERMANY. 2 Feb.—Berlin. It was announced that Herr Waldemar 
Schmidt, a member of the Socialist Unity Party, had been appointed 
Chief of the People’s Police in the Soviet Sector. 

U.S. warning re hold-up of traffic between western Germany and 
Berlin (see United States). 

Indo China. The East German Government offered a free return 
voyage and suitable jobs at home to all Germans fighting with the 
French Foreign Legion in Viet Nam who deserted to the Republican 
forces. 

3 Feb.— Western Germany. Mr McCloy, the U.S. High Commissioner, 
returned to Frankfurt from the U.S.A. 

Eastern Germany. The National Front was formally organized with 
the election in Berlin of a National Council of sixty-five members, 
which included the leaders of all the main political parties. 

4 Feb.—E.R.P. The E.C.A. mission in Frankfurt published a memo 
which criticized the German attitude towards unemployment as 
defeatist. Instead of relying on the continuation of foreign aid the 
Federal Government should make greater efforts to stimulate export 
trade. Their target was far too low for they were unwilling to take steps 
which would be unpopular with the producers, who found it more 
convenient and profitable to manufacture for the home market. 

Berlin. The western Commandants received a letter from Gen. 
Kotikov, the Soviet Commandant, rejecting their protests of 21 and 26 
January as baseless, and denying that there had been any violations by 
the Soviet or the east German authorities of the 1949 Paris agreement. 
Frequent abuse of interzonal traffic procedure by firms in western Ger- 
many and western Berlin had created a situation favouring ‘wild black- 
marketing’, and this entailed a detailed checking process at the zonal 
frontier. He asked the western Commandants to instruct the appro- 
priate authorities to ‘adhere strictly to existing rules’. 

5 Feb.—Unemployment. Herr Kaiser, Minister for All-German 
Affairs, speaking at a Christian Trades’ Union Congress at Oberhausen, 
said that the unemployment problem could only be solved in a united 
Germany. Herr Storch, Minister of Labour, said that unemployment 
was the result of a lost war and of the influx of refugees. The problem 
could not be solved by western Germany alone. 

Berlin. Transport on the Helmstedt-Berlin road proceeded again at 
a normal rate. 

6 Feb.—U.S.A. Mr McCloy speaking in Stuttgart called on the 
Germans to think as ‘world citizens’, and to accept individual respons- 
ibility for the future of their country instead of blaming others for their 
post-war difficulties. He referred to the importance of wiping out Nazi 
influence and expressed concern at the re-emergence of nationalist 
groups. He reaffirmed that the western nations supported and would 
continue to support the reunification of Germany on a democratic and 
federal basis; it was also a basic principle of policy that Berlin should 
receive U.S. aid, and all measures to bring the city closer to the people 
of the western Republic would be encouraged. He deplored the recur- 
rence of Soviet attempts to slow down the normal traffic between Berlin 
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and the west, and said that the U.S.A. would support all measures 
necessary to destroy the effect of these interferences on the life of the 
city. On the subject of the Saar he said that a statesmanlike solution 
could readily be found and that the problem ‘must not stand in the way 
of the great concept of Germany’s participation in the organization of 
western Europe’. Such participation would be political and economic, 
but not military; there would be no German army or air force. Turning 
to domestic affairs, he said that the High Commissioners were ready to 
help with the deeply serious, but not insurmountable, problems. He 
himself considered that unemployment, for instance, was not exclusively 
a German problem because of the influx of refugees. But it must be 
emphasized that the Americans were not in Germany exclusively to 
promote economic recovery or merely to supervise demilitarization. 
Their main purpose was to help Germany achieve political recovery and 
establish political democracy. 

Herr Bliicher in Washington (see United States). 

Interzonal Trade. Dr Adenauer, the Federal Chancellor, announced 
his Government’s decision to stop deliveries of iron and steel to eastern 
Germany owing to the failure of the east German Government to carry 
out the terms of the October trade agreement. 

Communism. The Ruhr Communist Party announced that a number of 
party leaders had been purged as a result of Titoist and Trotskyist 
tendencies. 

7 Feb.—Western Germany. Mr McCloy received Dr Adenauer for 
discussions in Frankfurt. 

Saar. It was learned that Herr Kaiser’s memo on the Saar published 
on 24 January had been inaccurately summarized by the press. While 
discussing the question of including the Saar as the twelfth Land in the 
Federal Republic it had not included this as a recommendation. 

Herr Hoffmann in Paris for Saar negotiations (see France). 

Refugees. It was learned that agreement had been reached with 
Czechoslovakia for the admission to western Germany of 20,000 persons 
of German origin living in Czechoslovakia. 

Berlin. A letter from Gen. Kotikov to the western Commandants was 
published in which, replying to their letter of 13 January on the 
railwaymen’s dispute, he said that there was nothing in their statements 
which he had not already answered. 

8 Feb.—Eastern Germany. A law was passed by the Lower House 
establishing a Ministry of State Security. A second law which was 
passed brought youth activities of all kinds under State supervision. 

Two Christian Democratic Land Ministers, Dr Kunisch, Finance 
Minister in Saxony-Anhalt, and Herr Schwob, Labour Minister in 
Brandenburg, fled to the western Sectors of Berlin. Several other 
provincial Ministers were reported to have been dismissed. 

Unemployment. The west German trade union executive published 
the first of a series of proposals for combating unemployment and 
benefiting the refugees. It called for the immediate building of 10,000 
living quarters in Schleswig Holstein. 

g Feb.—Unemployment. Dr Adenauer explained to the Lower House 
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GERMANY (continued) 

that high unemployment was the result of circumstances outside his 
control and not of the policy of ‘freeing’ the German economy. The 
Cabinet had had the problem under constant consideration and 
number of constructive measures were to be undertaken. These jin- 
cluded the granting of credits for housing, railway projects, Post Office 
projects, the export trade, and medium and small firms. Additional help 
would be given to Bavaria, Lower Saxony, and Schleswig-Holstein 
which had suffered most from the influx of refugees. 

Gen. Robertson in London (see Great Britain). 

Eastern Germany. It was announced that Prof. Fascher, chairman 
of the Christian Democratic Union in Saxony-Anhalt, had resigned 
his office following charges of political unreliability. 

It was announced in Berlin that responsibility for supervising the 
frontiers of the Soviet Zone had been handed over to the People’s 
Police on 1 February. 

10 Feb.—Berlin. Mr McCloy visited Berlin where he met Gen. 
Taylor, the U.S. Commandant, and other U.S. officials. He spoke at a 
press conference of the intense interest in Germany which he had en- 
countered during his recent visit to the U.S.A. He also said that the 
restriction of steel supplies to eastern Germany was fuily justified by 
the unbalance of east-west trade, although the ‘arm-twisting tactics of 
the last few weeks would not make one over-tolerant of Soviet suscepti- 
bilities’. There were a number of things that could be done to counter 
Soviet and east German interference with interzonal traffic. 

Western Germany. Prof. Erhard, Minister for Economic Affairs, said 
that everything would be done to maintain the mark as a hard currency. 
The Government’s plans for combating unemployment would not 
endanger its stability. 

Nomination of Dr Schlange-Schéningen as envoy to the U.S.A. 
accepted (see United States). 

11 Feb.—Berlin. The three western Commandants wrote to Gen. 
Kotikov reaffirming their protest of 21 January against the detention of 
a consignment of scrap metal for western Germany, and describing as 
unfounded his explanation that it had been stolen from eastern Ger- 
many. They said that since the original seizure all shipments of scrap 
metal from west Berlin to western Germany had been detained, and in 
some cases confiscated, and they invoked the Paris agreement of 
June 1949. 

Eastern Germany. Herr Warnke, Secretary of State in the Ministry of 
the Interior, said in a press interview that ex-Nazis were welcome in 
the National Front if they followed Communist leadership. He also 
said that the political past of every inhabitant of the Zone was to be 
checked. 

13 Feb.—Eastern Germany. One minute’s silence was observed 
throughout Saxony to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the 
American bombing of Dresden in which 45,000 people were killed. Herr 
Seydewitz, the Prime Minister of Saxony, said in a speech that the 
attack was an act of needless destruction as Fascist Germany was then 
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almost defeated. It was the work of forces who were now planning a 
new world war. Herr Dieckmann, president of the Volkskammer in 
the east German Republic, described the attack as one of the worst 
crimes of the war. A British spokesman in Berlin said that the Americans 
had carried out the raid at Russia’s request. 

Western Germany. Professor Erhard, Minister of Economic Affairs, 
announced that steel production was now reaching the 11 m. tons a year 
maximum fixed by the Allied authorities. He said that the High Com- 
mission would be approached on the question of raising the level. 

14 Feb.—Interzonal Trade. Following an announcement in Bonn that 
the decision to suspend steel deliveries to eastern Germany meant that 
no more export licenses for steel would be issued until 15 March, dis- 
cussions were opened in Berlin between representatives of east and west 
Germany with the object of clearing up current difficulties. 

lVestern Germany. The High Commission handed a memo to Prof. 

Erhard which was believed to criticize the Government’s economic 
policy. 
15 Feb.—Eastern Germany. The national council of the National 
Front issued a ten-point programme, described by Herr Nuschke, 
chairman of the Christian Democratic Union, who presided over the 
meeting, as the Magna Carta of the German people. The main points 
were: the restoration of German unity; the abolition of Allied measures 
in western Germany, and resistance to the autonomy of the Saar and to 
Germany’s inclusion in the Atlantic Pact and the Council of Europe; 
opposi”on to warmongering; opposition to dismantling; resistance to the 
‘srowing economic crisis’ in western Germany and freedom for German 
trade; opposition to the exploitation of west Germany by the Anglo- 
American imperialists. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 2 Feb.—Defence. A White Paper was published on 
‘Collective Defence under the Brussels and North Atlantic Treaties’ 
(Cmd. 7883). 

Payments agreement with Austria (see Austria). 

3 Feb.—Mr Bevin in Paris (see France). Mr Bevin arrived later in 
London. 

Atomic Energy. It was announced that Dr Fuchs, senior principal 
scientific officer at the Harwell research station, had been arrested on 
two charges under the Official Secrets Act. 

7 Feb—Indo China. The Government recognized the Bao Dai 

Government in Viet Nam, and the Governments of Cambodia and 
Laos. 
8 Feb.—Petrol. End of petrol rationing in Australia (see Australia). The 
Government issued a statement pointing out the danger to the sterling- 
dollar problem of any increase in petrol consumption in the sterling 
area, but emphasizing that Australia’s freedom to make her own deci- 
sions had not been questioned. 

Agreement on Anglo-Belgian trade (see Belgium). 

9 Feb.—Uganda. The report of the commission of inquiry into the 
Uganda riots of April 1949 (see vol. V, p. 267), which was published, 
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GREAT BRITAIN (continued) 

said that the disturbances were a planned rebellion against the Kabaka 
and the Buganda Government, organized by the leaders of the Batak, 
Party and the Uganda African Farmers’ Union. None of their grievances, 
with one possible exception, had any substance. In suppressing the 
riots the troops and police had used no more force than was necessary, 

Defence. The Air Ministry announced the reorganization of the Air 
Staff as a result of the growing pressure of work in connection with the 
North Atlantic and Brussels Treaties, the need for economies in man- 
power, and new development and training problems. 

Germany. Gen. Robertson, the British High Commissioner in Ger- 
many, arrived in London. 

Atomic Energy. British, U.S., and Canadian experts began a four-day 
meeting at the Harwell research station. , 

10 Feb.—Germany. Mr Bevin received Gen. Robertson. 

Israel. A financial agreement for 1950 was concluded with an Israeli 
delegation providing for the release of £3 m. from Israel’s blocked 
sterling balances for general payments together with £4 m. as a working 
balance. In addition a maximum of £435,000 a month would be released 
to cover sterling payments for Israel’s essential oil imports so long as 
she could not obtain normal supplies from the Haifa refinery. A further 
sum of £500,000 would cover oil payments for November and Decem- 
ber, 1949. The amount which charitable institutions would be allowed 
to remit to Israel was raised to a maximum of £2,250,000. 

12 Feb.—Rejection of Note on peace treaty violations (see Rumania). 

13 Feb.—U.S.S.R. Mr Bevin received Sir David Kelly, the Ambassa- 
dor in Moscow, who had returned home on a month’s leave. 

Arrival of British Chargé d’ Affaires in Peking (see China). 

14 Feb.—E.R.P. Mr Bevin and Sir Stafford Cripps received Dr 
Stikker, the Political Conciliator of the O.E.E.C., who had arrived in 
London for a short visit for discussions on current problems, including 
the scheme for a European payments union. 

Denmark. It was announced that arrangements had been made with 
Denmark for the continuation of trade between the two countries at a 
level substantially above that of 1949. 

Atomic Energy. Mr Churchill, leader of the Opposition, said in an 
election speech in Edinburgh that the superiority of the atomic bomb 
in U.S. hands was the surest guarantee for peace. The shield of safety 
must not be cast aside until something better or more enduring was 
found, but he could not help returning to the idea of ‘another talk with 
Soviet Russia upon the highest level’. 

Indonesia. Mr Bevin received Dr Juanda, the Indonesian Minister for 
Economic Affairs, who had arrived in London on his way home from 
the U.S.A. 

15 Feb.—Atomic Energy. Mr Attlee, Prime Minister, speaking at 
Lincoln said that he did not rule out Mr Churchill’s suggestion but that 
for the time the matter rested with the United Nations. 

Mr Bevin said in an election broadcast that every effort by Britain and 
the U.S.A. to secure international control of atomic energy had failed 
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owing to Soviet intransigence. This problem could not be solved by 
stunt proposals, and efforts to reach agreement must be continued 
through the United Nations and in close consultation with the U.S.A. 
If Russia showed the slightest change of attitude and indicated her 
readiness to give the world peace the Government would be ready to 
‘enter into discussions’. After giving a review of foreign affairs he said 
that the Government’s objective had always been the fullest co-opera- 
tion between east and west. ‘The Commonwealth and the countries of 
Europe, the western hemisphere and Asia must stand together if they 
are to survive.” The Labour Party would continue the foreign policy 
pursued by the Government during the past five years. 

E.R.P. Mr Harriman, representative in Europe of the E.C.A., 
arrived in London en route for Washington from Paris. He met Dr 
Stikker. 

Protest to Hungary re trial of Mr Sanders (see Hungary). 


GREECE. 5 Feb.—The last British troops left the country. 

8 Feb.—Martial law was lifted in the remaining districts where it was 
still in force. 

12 Feb.—Indo China. It was learned that the Government had 
recognized the Bao Dai Government in Viet Nam and the Govern- 
ments of Cambodia and Laos. 


HUNGARY. 2 Feb.—A court at Szeged sentenced three farmers to 
death for the murder of a village Communist Party secretary. 

3 Feb.—Indo China. The Government announced their recognition 
of Ho Chi-minh’s Government. 

5 Feb.—Defence. It was learned that a decree had been published 
extending military service from two to three years. 

7 Feb.—Italy. It was announced that a Note had been sent to the 
Italian Government accusing them of harbouring war criminals, 
Fascists, and former officials of the Horthy régime. 

11 Feb.—Espionage. Mr Rakosi, deputy Prime Minister, referring in 
a speech to the forthcoming trial of Mr Sanders and Mr Vogeler (see 
vol. V, p. 793) said they were the leaders of ‘an important gang of 
spies and saboteurs’ and would be punished according to Hungarian 
law. 

Mr Rakosi announced that the central committee of the Communist 
Party would shortly be dissolved and new elections be held. He called 
for vigilance against deviationists and said there were still enemy agents 
in the party. 

Human Rights. Mr Rakosi also said that the Government would not 
send representatives to the International Court for the discussions on 
their alleged violation of human rights. 

15 Feb.—Espionage. A British Note was received by the Government 
protesting against their refusal both to allow Mr Sanders to be visited 
by the British Consul and to permit a British lawyer to assist in his 
defence. 
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ICELAND. 8 Feb.—Council of Europe. It was learned that Parliament 
had agreed by 35 votes to 8 to Iceland’s adherence to the Council of 
kurope. 


INDIA. 2 Feb.—Message from Pakistani Government announcing 
withdrawal of trade ban against South Africa (see Pakistan). 

4 Feb.—Communal Riots. One Hindu and one Muslim were killed 
and four others injured in communal riots in Batanagar, seventeen miles 
from Calcutta. Similar disorders occurred in the Muslim quarter of 
Chitpur in Calcutta. 

South Africa. The Government sent a message to the Pakistani 
Government expressing ‘profound regret’ at their decision to lift the ban 
on trade with South Africa and declaring that India would not do so as 
long as Indians in South Africa were subject to discrimination. 

5 Feb.—Indo-Pakistan Boundaries. ‘The boundary disputes tribunal, 
which was headed by a Swedish judge and included among its members 
one Indian and one Pakistani judge, made known its decision on four 
boundary disputes, two relating to the frontier between East and West 
Bengal and the others to the East Bengal-Assam frontier. No major 
territorial changes were involved. 

6 Feb.—Tripartite talks in Cape Town (see South Africa). 

Kashmir, Pandit Nehru, Prime Minister, told a press conference that 
the Government would not be moved by any pressure from foreign 
sources on what they considered to be right in Kashmir. His patience 
was getting exhausted, and he referred to the ‘monstrous . . . propa- 
ganda of amazing falsehoods’ in which the Government and press of 
Pakistan were indulging. India had hitherto refrained from retaliation 
but it was common knowledge that the whole of the North-West 
frontier province was a ‘vast prison’, and the whole of the tribal area 
‘in a state of unrest’. 

Goa. Pandit Nehru told Parliament at question time that the Govern- 
ment had no doubt that the Portuguese colony of Goa would have to be 
returned to India. 

g Feb.—Communal Riots. Troops were called out in Calcutta and 
the police were strengthened throughout the city after an outbreak of 
rioting. At least two people were killed and about forty injured. 

10 Feb.—Communal Riots. Following continued outbreaks of rioting 
in Calcutta and the flight of Muslims from the affected areas Pandit 
Nehru issued a statement expressing grave concern over ‘developments 
in East Bengal and their repercussions in West Bengal’ and appealing 
to the people of Calcutta to help in restoring normal conditions. The 
problem involved was a national one and must be solved on the basis 
of lawfulness and tolerance. 

11 Feb.—Communal Riots. Officials of the two Bengal Governments 
decided at a conference in Calcutta to ban all meetings, processions, 
writings, and demonstrations likely to inflame communal passions in 
the two territories. The disturbances spread to further areas. 

Twenty people—all Communists—were reported killed and 102 
injured when police opened fire to quell a riot in Salem prison. 
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End of tripartite talks (see South Africa). 

13 Feb.—Communal Riots. Renewed fighting broke out in Calcutta. 
Trains travelling both to and from East Bengal were crowded with 
refugees. Statement by Mr Ali Khan (see Pakistan). 

Three men were reported to have been killed by Communists during 
the past few days in the Ahmednagar district of Bombay State. 


INDO CHINA. 2 Feb.—Ratification of three treaties by French 
Council of the Republic, and French protest against Soviet recognition 
of Ho Chi-minh (see France). 

Recognition of Ho Chi-minh régime by Czechoslovakia (see C-zecho- 
slovakia). 

German Communist offer to Germans in Viet Nam (see Germany). 

3 Feb.—Recognition of Ho Chi-minh régime by Poland, Hungary, 
and Rumania (see Poland, Hungary, and Rumania). 

7 Feb.—Recognition of Viet Nam, Cambodia, and Laos (see Great 
Britain and United States). 

8 Feb.—Recognition of Viet Nam, Cambodia, and Laos (see Belgium 
and Australia). 

Recognition of Ho Chi-minh régime (see Bulgaria). 

12 Feb.—Viet Nam. The Ho Chi-minh Government appealed to 
women guerrillas for ‘increased combat measures’ in preparation for a 
general courrter-offensive against the French. 

Recognition of Viet Nam, Cambodia, and Laos (see Greece). 

13 Feb.—Viet Minh troops attacked a convoy of lorries and private 
cars on the Saigon-Dalat road. One French soldier and four civilians 
were killed, and four soldiers and several civilians were missing. The 
attackers were dispersed on the arrival of reinforcements. 

14 Feb—Mr Nguyen Phan Long, Prime Minister in Viet Nam, 
pleaded in an interview for U.S. military and economic aid in order to 
defeat the Viet Minh forces. 


INDONESIA. 2 Feb.—President Soekarno returned to Jakarta from his 
visit to India, Pakistan, and Burma. 

4 Feb.—Dr Hatta, Prime Minister, and Dr Hirschfeld, the Dutch 
High Commissioner, issued a joint statement declaring that the 
activities of Westerling could not interfere with the close co-operation 


- between the two Governments. Dr Hirschfeld said that measures had 


been taken to prevent further desertions from the Dutch and Nether- 
lands East Indies armies. 

5 Feb.—U.S.S.R. It was learned that a message had been sent to the 
Soviet Government welcoming their decision to recognize Indonesia 
and expressing willingness to open discussions on the establishment of 
diplomatic relations. 

10 Feb.—U.S. reconstruction loan (see United States). 

Gen. van Vreeden, the Dutch Army Commander urged his troops 
ina broadcast to refrain from taking part in subversive activities. 

14 Feb.—Dr Juanda in London (see Great Britain). 

15 Feb.—The first session of Parliament was opened by President 
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INDONESIA (continued) 

Soekarno who emphasized in a statement the many difficulties ahead, 
The dangers of Westerling’s activities must not be underestimated; his 
organization had many branches and was closely connected with the 
Dar-ul-Islam movement. It also received help from abroad. He spoke 
with gratification of the co-operation of the Netherlands Govern. 
ment in dealing with the insurrection. The Government’s foreign policy 
was based on mutual respect; it aimed at strengthening world peace and 
at entering into friendly relations with all nations, whatever their 
ideology. He then outlined a number of proposed measures to reduce 
the accumulated Budget deficits, including increased production, a 
reduction of the number of Government employees, and the rational- 
ization of the Army. 


IRAQ. 5 Feb.—Government Changes. A new coalition Government was 
formed by Tawfiq al’Suwaidi who took the portfolio of Foreign Affairs 
as well as the Premiership. 

12 Feb.—It was announced that Ali Khalid, director-general of the 
police, had been arrested for ‘insubordination’. 


ITALY. 2 Feb.—Somaliland.: The Nenni Socialist Party issued a 
manifesto condemning Italy’s proposed administration of Somaliland 
which ‘compromises us in the eyes of the African peoples as accomplices 
of European colonialism, while offering no interest for Italian labour’. 

A second manifesto issued by the Nenni Socialists attacked ‘American 
arms and the arms race’ and invited all parties to join in a movement for 
Italian neutrality by means of the peace committees. 

Mr Bevin left Rome for Paris. 

3 Feb.—Somaliland. Count Sforza, Foreign Minister, presented the 
Somaliland Bill to the Chamber which called for a preliminary expendi- 
ture of 6,000 m. lire for trusteeship purposes. Socialist and Communist 
speakers expressed their opposition to the Bill. 

Four persons were wounded by the police during a demonstration of 
unemployed in Naples. Twenty arrests were made. 

4 Feb.—Somaliland. Following Communist revelations in the 
Chamber about atrocities committed during the Abyssinian campaign 
by Gen. Nasi, who had been designated to organize the transfer of 
military power in Somaliland, Count Sforza expressed his concern but 
said the General’s task was only temporary and that the permanent 
administrator would be a civilian. Signor De Gasperi, Prime Minister, 
announced that the Ministry of Africa was to be suppressed. The Bill 
was passed by 287 votes to 153. 

6 Feb.—Somaliland. Signor Brusaca, Under-Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, said that Gen. Nasi’s post was only an advisory one and that his 
presence in the colony might not be considered necessary. 

7 Feb.—Trade Unions. ‘The fusion of the democratic trade unions— 
the F.I.L., consisting of right-wing Socialists and Republicans, and the 
L.C.G.I.L., a p edominantly Catholic organization—was decided at a 
congress in Naples. 
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Hungarian Note re harbouring of war criminals (see Hungary). 

8 Feb.—Somaliland. Count Sforza addressing the Senate said that 
Italy’s task was to lead the Somalis towards complete freedom. He 
expressed guarded optimism about Italo-Ethiopian relations and 
emphasized that the key to these lay in Eritrea. The Bill was then 
approved by the Senate. The first troopships were later ordered to sail 
for Mogadishu. 

13 Feb.—Libya. Count Sforza received Mr Pelt, the U.N. Com- 
missioner for Libya, who was visiting Rome. 

Agreement on repatriation of prisoners of war (see U.S.S.R.). 

14 Feb.—Signor De Gasperi, Prime Minister, winding up the debate 
on the motion of confidence in the new Government rejected Signor 
Nenni’s suggestion that the Lateran Treaty should be revised, declaring 
that the Church was supported by the vast majority of the Italians. 
When referring to the recent incidents at Modena one of his statements 
was apparently misinterpreted by the Communists who rose and 
attacked the other deputies. The fighting lasted about twenty minutes. 
The motion was later approved by 314 votes to 189, with 12 abstentions. 


JAPAN. 2 Feb.—Peace Treaty. Mr Pearson, the Canadian Secretary of 
State for External Affairs, told a press conference in Tokyo, where he 
was staying on his way home from the Commonwealth Conference, that 
the sooner a peace treaty was concluded the better. Every attempt should 
be made to find a basis for agreement between all the belligerents but if 
this proved impossible consideration should be given to the possibility 
of concluding a separate treaty between Japan and those countries 
willing to do so. 

The U.S. Joint Chiefs-of-Staff who were visiting Tokyo held a press 
conference. Admiral Sherman said that the U.S. Naval forces in the 
Pacific were being slightly increased. He also said that the U.S.S.R. had 
sixty to seventy submarines operating in that area. Gen. Bradley, the 
chairman, said that he knew of no plan for increasing the number of 
U.S. ground forces in Japan. 

3 Feb.—U.S. official statement on Soviet request for trial of Emperor 
(see United States). 

g Feb.—Gen. MacArthur announced that the U.S.A. had invited 
Japan to open ‘oversea agencies’ in the U.S.A. Their primary duties 
would be to promote trade and handle citizenship and property pro- 
blems for Japanese nationals in the U.S.A. They would have no diplo- 
matic status. State Department statement (see United States). 


LIBERIA. 14 Feb.—A state of emergency was proclaimed following a 
riot by striking workers at a rubber plantation fifty miles from Monrovia 
and other labour disputes. 


MALAYA. 2 Feb.—Forty bandits, believed to be Indonesians, attacked 
a village in the Jelebu area of Negri Sembilan after the inhabitants had 
refused them food. The village chief and one guard were killed. An 
attack was also made on a village in Pahang. 
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MALAYA (continued) 

4 Feb.—Simpang Tiga, a village in the Sitiawan area of Perak, was 
partly burned down by bandits and 1,000 of the inhabitants made 
homeless. 

5 Feb.—Bandits derailed a train between Kemayan and Bahau in 
Negri Sembilan. 

6 Feb.—Dr Jessup, the U.S. Ambassador-at-large, told a press 
conference in Singapore that military aid for south-east Asia would be 
considered with other projects connected with the ‘Fourth Point’ pro- 
gramme to help the area to resist Communist aggression. 

7 Feb.—About 100 bandits attacked the Johore village of Parit 
Sulong, killing two policemen and wounding four. 

8 Feb.—Sir Henry Gurney, the High Commissioner, announced that 
over 100,000 people had volunteered for duty in the anti-bandit month. 

10 Feb.—Two members of a jungle squad were killed by a booby trap 
in the Sungei Siput area of Perak. 

13 Feb.—A European planter was killed by bandits near Ipoh. 

14 Feb.—Bandits opened fire on a tennis club in Johore. No one was 
hurt. 


NORWAY. 13 Feb.—Conference of Scandinavian Prime Ministers (see 
Sweden). 


PAKISTAN. 2 Feb.—South Africa. The Government sent a telegram 
to the Indian Government announcing the withdrawal of the trade ban 
against South Africa (imposed by India in 1946, before the creation of 
Pakistan, as a protest against ‘discrimination’ suffered by Indians in 
South Africa). 

4 Feb.—Indian Government’s reply refusing to lift ban on trade with 
South Africa (see India). 

5 Feb.—Decision on four boundary disputes (see India). 

6 Feb.—Tripartite talks in Capetown (see South Africa). 

Pandit Nehru on Kashmir (see India). 

10 Feb.—East Bengal. A curfew was imposed in Decca following 
isolated cases of looting and arson. 

11 Feb.—Conference on communal disorders by representatives of 
east and west Bengal Governments (see India). 

End of tripartite talks (see South Africa). 

13 Feb.—Communal Riots. Mr Liaquat Ali Khan, Prime Minister, 
in a statement to the press said that the ‘sanguinary riots’ in Calcutta 
had started a large scale exodus of Muslims to East Bengal. He accused 
certain sections of the Indian press of fomenting the trouble by playing 
up false rumours, and repudiated the ‘insinuations’ of Pandit Nehru and 
Sardar Patel that the violence in Calcutta was the result of happenings 
in East Bengal. Further incidents in Calcutta (see India). 


PALESTINE. 10 Feb.—Agreement on Israeli blocked sterling balances 


(see Great Britain). 
12 Feb.—It was learned that the Israeli Government had delivered 
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a memo to the U.S. Ambassador describing the reported rearmament 
plans of some of the Arab States and reaffirming Israel’s anxiety over 
the alleged supply of considerable quantities of arms to these States. 

14 Apr.—Jerusalem. Mr Sharett, the Israeli Foreign Minister, told 
Parliament that the Government had accepted the invitation to attend 
the discussions of the U.N. Trusteeship Council, in order to prove the 
impracticability of the internationalization proposals. 


POLAND. 3 Feb.—Indo China. The Government announced their 
recognition of Ho Chi-minh’s Government. 

Church and State. It was learned that Mr Cyrankiewicz, Prime 
Minister, and Mr Wolski, Minister for Public Administration, had 
recently addressed a meeting of about 1,200 Catholic priests and 
appealed to the hierarchy to become reconciled with the régime. 

4 Feb.—Defence. A law was passed introducing three types of basic 
military service based on the experience of the Soviet Army. 

6 keb.—Espionage Trial. The trial opened before a military court in 
Stettin (Szczecin) of M. Robineau, a French Consular official arrested 
in November, Mr Druet, a French wireless engineer, and four Poles. 
They were accused of being involved in an espionage organization 
controlled by the French Embassy. M. Robineau admitted most of the 
charges including the fact that he was an agent of the French intelligence 
service. 

7 Feb.—Espionage Trial. M. Druet admitted his guilt. 

14 Feb.—Espionage Trial. All the defendants were found guilty. 
M. Robineau and M. Druet were sentenced to periods of twelve and 
ten years’ imprisonment respectively. Of the Poles, one was sentenced 
to death and the others to long terms of imprisonment. 


PORTUGAL. 8 Feb.—Communism. A police statement was issued 
referring to the activities of the police in suppressing subversive Com- 
munist activities. A number of arrests had been made. 


RUMANIA. 3 Feb.—Indo China. The Government announced their 
recognition of Ho Chi-minh’s Government. 

12 Feb.—Human Rights. It was learned that the Government had 
rejected the British and U.S. Notes of 6 January on the dispute re 
alleged violations of the peace treaty. 

15 Feb,—It was announced that the Government had passed a decree 
with effect from 1 April abolishing private legal practice and collec- 
tivizing lawyers under the control of the Ministry of Justice. Lawyers 
would be obliged to report any information about ‘facts threatening the 
internal or external security of the nation’. 

Yugoslav protest re “detention” of Ambassador (see Yugoslavia). 


SIAM. 13 Feb.—Bangkok conference of U.S. envoys in the Far East 
(see US. Conference on the Far East). 


SOUTH AFRICA. 2 Feb.—Defence. It was learned that Gen. de Wet 
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SOUTH AFRICA (continued) 
Dutoit had been appointed Chief of the General Staff with effect from 
16 February. 

Withdrawal of Pakistani trade ban (see Pakistan). 

4 Feb.—Indian refusal to lift trade ban (see India). 

5 Feb.—Disorders. Police reinforcements were sent to Durban fol- 
lowing disturbances by a crowd of Africans. 

6 Feb.—Astans in South Africa. Preliminary tripartite talks began in 
Capetown between delegations of South Africa, India, and Pakistan to 
explore the possibility of drawing up an agenda for a future conference 
between the three countries on the subject of the Asians in the Union. 

g Feb.—Foreign Trade. Mr Louw, Minister for Economic Affairs, 
announced certain relaxations on import restrictions but said that, for 
the time being, import control in general would have to continue. 

11 Feb.—Asians in South Africa. The tripartite talks ended after 
agreement had been reached on recommendations to be made to the 
three Governments. 

12 Feb.—Mr Strydom, Minister of Lands, told a Nationalist party 
rally that gradual steps would be taken towards realizing the ideal of a 
republic. 

13 Feb.—Disorders. Rioting broke out in Newclare, a native township 
on the outskirts of Johannesburg following an attempt by the police to 
arrest an African. Shots were exchanged with the police. 

14 Feb.—Disorders. Rioting continued in Newclare and spread to two 
neighbouring native townships. Shops were set on fire and there was 
widespread looting and stoning. Two hundred and fifty arrests were 
reported in Newclare. 

15 Feb.—Disorders. Mr Swart, Minister of Justice, told Parliament 
that one of the causes of the disturbances was the large number of 
native vagrants living inside the native townships. Military detachments 
were being kept :eady to help the police if necessary and he had decided 
on the formation of a strong, mobile mechanized section of the police 
for use in disturbed areas. Gen. Smuts said that a change was coming 
about in the natives—a spirit that could not be tolerated, for the natives 
themselves depended for their development on law and order. Dr 
Malan, Prime Minister, said that since the war the natives had grown 
dissatisfied with what was being done for them and were claiming more 
than any South African Government could grant them. The colour 
question was obviously serious. 


SWEDEN. 13 Feb.—Scandinavian Conference. The Prime Minister, 
Mr Erlander, held discussions in Halmstad with Mr Gerhardsen and 
Mr Hedtoft, the Prime Ministers of Norway and Denmark respectively. 


SWITZERLAND. 15 Feb.—Defence. M. Kobelt, Minister of National 
Defence, speaking at a Liberal Party meeting, announced a new five- 
year armament plan. Switzerland would fight against any foreign army 
that tried to invade her or to use the country as a means of transit, and 
for this the first necessity was an extremely mobile, highly armoured force. 


om 
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TIBET. 10 Feb.—Message from Panchen Lama to Chinese Communist 
authorities (see China). 


TRIESTE. 5 Feb.—A Communist Party Congress opened, attended by 
delegates from the Cominform countries and France. 

6 Feb.—It was learned that the industrial strike for a cost-of-living 
bonus had spread to the port. 

14 Feb.—A two-day general strike began throughout the city. 
Eleven persons were arrested during a mass demonstration of workers. 


UNITED NATIONS 
COMMISSION ON KOREA 
13 Feb.—A meeting opened at Seoul, South Korea. 


ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

7 Feb.—China. Following the rejection by 10 votes to 3, with 5 absten- 
tions of a Soviet proposal to unseat the Chinese delegate, the Soviet, 
Polish, and Czechoslovak delegates walked out of the meeting. 


ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 

12 Feb.—Mr Myrdal, executive secretary of the E.C.E. had discus- 
sions in Geneva with Mr Harriman, representative in Europe of the 
E.C.A., on the relations between the Commission and the O.E.E.C. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Interim Committee. 

7 Feb.—China. Dr Tsiang (China) attacked the U.S.S.R., declaring 
that she should be expelled from the United Nations and be subjected 
to sanctions for her violations of Chinese territory. He appealed again 
for non-recognition of the Peking Government and for an arms embargo 
and also requested that a U.N. naval and air observation group be sent 
to Formosa. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION 
8 Feb.—A meeting of social security experts from twenty countries 
opened in Wellington, New Zealand. 


PALESTINE CONCILIATION COMMISSION 

15 Feb.—Agreement was reached at the Geneva meeting between 
Israel and the Arab States on the limited freeing of blocked Arab 
accounts. 


SECURITY COUNCIL 

7 Feb.—Kashmir. Gen. McNaughton reported to the Council on the 
failure of his attempts at mediation on the question of the demiliteriza- 
tion of Kashmir as a preliminary to a plebiscite. His plan had been 
accepted with certain ‘clarifications’ by Pakistan, but rejected by India 
who had insisted notably that the defence of the northern area after the 
withdrawal of the Pakistani forces should be vested in the Indian 
Government and not in the local authorities. Statements explaining their 
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Governments’ attitude were made by Sir Benegal Rau (India) and Sir 
Zafrullah Khan (Pakistan). 

g Feb.—Kashmir. Sir Zafrullah Khan appealed to the Council to 
take a firm decision on the differences that still prevented India and 
Pakistan from holding the plebiscite to which they were both com- 
mitted. He described the McNaughton proposals as ‘eminently fair’ and 
said that India’s insistence on maintaining garrisons in the northern— 
completely Muslim—areas could only lead to a renewal of fighting. 

10 Feb.—Kashmir. Sir Benegal Rau told the Council that India stood 
by its offer of a plebiscite as soon as normal conditions were restored. 


TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

6 Feb.—Ferusalem. The representatives of Iraq and Egypt at the 
Geneva session protested against M. Garreau’s proposals for the 
division of Jerusalem as being outside the scope of the General 
Assembly’s resolution. 

11 Feb.—The Council decided to invite representatives of Israel and 
Jordan to take part in the discussions but without the right to vote. 

13, Feb.—British Cameroons. The report published by the visiting 
mission showed approval of British methods of administration. It held 
that integration of the territory’s finances and economy with those of 
Nigeria should have no disadvantageous effect. 


UNITED STATES. 2 Feb.—Atomic Energy. Senator McMahon, 
chairman of the Congressional Atomic Energy Committee, told the 
Senate that there would be no security in the possession of the hydrogen 
bomb. He proposed that the U.S.A. should forgo spending two-thirds 
of its military budget for five years and offer the total of $50,000 m. to the 
United Nations for peaceful reconstruction and development, in ex- 
change for general acceptance of an effective programme for international 
control and an agreement by all countries, enforced through inspection, 
that two-thirds of their current spending on armaments be devoted to 
constructive ends. 

Statements by joint Chiefs-of-Staff in Tokyo (see Japan). 

Berlin. A State Department spokesman accused the U.S.S.R. of 
violating the Paris agreement of June 1949 by holding up traffic between 
western Germany and Berlin, and said that retaliatory counter measures 
were being ‘actively contemplated’. 

3 Feb.—U.S.S.R. A statement issued by the State Department said 
that the Soviet Note of 1 February calling for the trial of the Emperor 
of Japan appeared to be motivated by a desire to divert attention from 
their failure to repatriate over 370,000 Japanese prisoners of war, and 
pointed out that the Soviet Government had not even acknowledged the 
U.S. Note of 30 December urging them to allow the fate of the prisoners 
to be examined by an international humanitarian organization. The Far 
Eastern Commission had agreed on 3 April, 1946 to instruct the Supreme 
Commander that the Emperor of Japan should be exempted from 
indictment as a war criminal without direct authorization. Any change 
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in this policy could therefore only be effected through a decision by the 
Far Eastern Commission which would have been the proper forum for 
the Soviet communication. 

E.R.P. Mr Hoffman, the E.C.A. Administrator, who had returned 
the previous day from Paris, told a press conference that any suggestion 
that the recovery programme should end before its time would give 
further encouragement to the Communists in Europe. The E.C.A. 
would support those west European countries which most aggressively 
undertook policies of liberalizing trade and inter-European payments. 

Mr McCloy in Frankfurt (see Germany). 

6 Feb.—Germany. Herr Bliicher, Vice-Chancellor of the German 
Federal Republic and Minister for E.R.P. Affairs, arrived in Washing- 
ton for discussions. 

Mr McCloy’s speech (see Germany). 

Strikes. President Truman invoked the Taft-Hartley Act following 
the rejection of his proposals of 31 January by Mr Lewis, president of 
the United Mineworkers’ Union. A fact-finding board was set up in 
accordance with the terms of the Act. 

Dr Jessup in Singapore (see Malaya). 

Senator Tydings, chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
proposed to the Senate that President Truman should call an inter- 
national disarmament conference. 

7 Feb.—Indo China. The Government recognized the Bao Dai 
régime and also the Governments of Cambodia and Laos. 

Germany. Herr Bliicher was received by Mr Hoffman and later by 
Mr Acheson. 

China. Dr Koo, the Chinese Ambassador, forwarded to both Houses 
of Congress a request from the Control Yuan for ‘sympathetic aid’. 

8 Feb.—U.S.S.R. Mr Acheson told the press that the recent pro- 
posals for world peace by Senators McMahon and Tydings represented 
rather the goal of U.S. foreign policy than the means of achieving that 
goal. The Soviet Government were purposeful in their objectives, which 
were quite incompatible with the accomplishment of world peace and 
world freedom, but they were also highly realistic, and events had shown 
—as, for instance in the Berlin blockade, in Greece, and in Turkey— 
that their policy could be influenced by facts, not by arguments. It was 
therefore basic American policy to create conditions which would extend 
the area of possible agreement with the U.S.S.R.—to build situations so 
strong that their strength could be recognized by the Soviet Govern- 
ment. Examples of such steps were the restoration of the German 
economy, the occupation policy in Japan, E.R.P., the programme of 
military aid to the Atlantic Pact nations, and the ‘Fourth point’ pro- 
posals. The fact of the discovery of ‘new and terrible weapons’ did not 
alter the situation. It meant that people must be even calmer and 
steadier because the consequences of failure would be even worse than 
before. Questioned on international atomic control he said that the 
Baruch plan was still valid and that the knowledge that the U.S.S.R. 
possessed the atomic bomb did not mean that the U.S.A. should alter 
its approach or modify its proposals. 
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g keb.—Atomic Energy. President Truman reaffirmed to the press the 
validity of the Baruch plan for atomic control. He also said that while 
the general disarmament problems were in the same category as inter- 
national atomic control, atomic control should come first. 

Atomic energy talks in Britain (see Great Britain). 

Japan. Announcement on opening of Japanese agencies in the U.S.A. 
(see Japan). A State Department spokesman said that this question had 
been discussed by the Far Eastern Commission but that several nations 
had objected to the proposal until after the signing of a peace treaty 
with Japan. The U.S.A. had therefore decided to take action on its own. 

Korea and Formosa. The House of Representatives voted by 240 to 
134 to adopt the Far Eastern Economic Assistance Programme, a Bill 
extending $60 m. worth of economic aid to Korea and Formosa. 

China. The State Department said that the U.S.A. would vote against 
any resolution aimed at unseating Nationalist China in the United 
Nations. 

Note to Chinese Nationalists re air raids on U.S. property in Shanghai 
(see China). 

10 Feb.—Korea and Formosa. The Senate unanimously adopted the 
Far Eastern Economic Assistance Programme. 

Indonesia. It was announced that the Export-Import Bank has 
agreed to advance up to $100 m. to Indonesia for the purchase in the 
U.S.A. of industrial material and equipment for reconstruction. 

Germany. It was learned that the State Department had accepted the 
west German Government’s nomination of Dr Schlange-Schéningen 
as envoy to the U.S.A. He would perform the duties of a Consul-General 
but would not have diplomatic or consular status. 

11 Feb.—Far East. President Truman received the joint Chiefs of 
Staff who had returned from their tour. 

Strikes. Following a report by the fact-finding board that a return to 
work was imperative two court orders were issued, the first directing 
Mr Lewis to resume bargaining with the coal owners in an attempt to 
solve the dispute, the second instructing him to order the miners to 
return to work for ten days pending a further hearing to determine 
whether the truce should be extended for a further seventy days. Mr 
Lewis directed the men to return to work forthwith. 

12 Feb.—Dr Jessup’s statements in Bangkok (see U.S. Conference on 
the Far East). 

Rejection of Note on peace treaty violations (see Rumania). 

13, Feb.—Far East. The joint Chiefs of Staff told a press conference 
that the U.S. base at Okinawa was to be improved and other bases in 
the West Pacific to be maintained. It had also been decided that in the 
event of an emergency naval forces in Japanese waters would come under 
the direct command of Gen. MacArthur. 

Bangkok conference of Far Eastern envoys (see U.S. Conference on 
the Far East). 

Strikes. Very few of the nearly 400,000 miners obeyed the order to 
return to work. The general reason given was ‘no contract, no work’. 
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Atomic Energy. Mr Hickerson, Assistant Secretary of State for U.N. 
Affairs, said that the Government would continue to support the control 
plan approved by the General Assembly until a better one was devised, 
but that they would examine ‘sympathetically’ all other proposals. 

14 Feb.— Yemen. The State Department announced the restoration of 
full diplomatic relations with the Yemen, which had been broken off 


in 1948. 


U.S. CONFERENCE ON THE FAR EAST, 12 Feb.—Dr Jessup, the 
U.S. Ambassador-at-large, told a press conference in Bangkok that his 
Government would ‘regard sympathetically’ attempts to form closer 
regional associations in south-east Asia, but denied that they had any 
intention of forming or encouraging any military alliances in that area. 

13 Feb.—A conference of U.S. heads of missions in fourteen Asian 
countries opened in Bangkok under the chairmanship of Dr Jessup 
and attended also by Mr Butterworth, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Far Eastern Affairs. 

15 Feb.—The conference ended. A communiqué was issued saying 
that the discussions had been within the framework of the U.S. policy 
to ‘support the independence and national aspirations of all Asian 
peoples’. Means had been considered of stopping the Communist 
advance in Asia. 


U.S.S.R. 2 Feb.—French protest against Soviet recognition of Ho 
Chi-minh (see France). 

3 Feb.—U.S. official statement on Soviet request for trial of Emperor 
of Japan (see United States). 

8 Feb.—Mr Acheson’s policy speech (see United States). 

13 Feb.—Italy. It was learned that agreement had been reached with 
Italy for the repatriation of about 100 Italian prisoners of war and some 
minor diplomatic and consular officials still detained in the U.S.S.R. 
Italy had agreed to repatriate about twenty Soviet citizens in Italy who 
had voluntarily agreed to return to Russia. 

14 Feb.—Sino-Soviet Treaty and Agreements. A thirty-year treaty of 
friendship, alliance, and mutual assistance was signed in Moscow 
between the U.S.S.R. and the Chinese People’s Republic, to come into 
force on ratification. Mainly directed against a renewal of Japanese 
aggression it provided for mutual assistance in the event of an attack 
against either of the parties by Japan or any State allied with her in 
such an attack. Both parties agreed to work jointly with the Allies in the 
last war for the speedy conclusion of a peace treaty with Japan. They 
would not conclude any alliance or participate in any measures directed 
against the other and would render each other every possible economic 
assistance. 

An agreement was also signed providing that after the signing of a 
peace treaty with Japan, and in any case not later than 1952, the Soviet 
Government would transfer to China all its rights in the joint admini- 
stration of the Chinese Changchun railway, and that Soviet troops 
would be withdrawn from Port Arthur. In the event of war, however, 
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both parties might make joint use of Port Arthur. It also provided that 
the question of Dairen should be further considered on the conclusion 
of a Japanese peace treaty. In the course of 1950 property in Dairen 
provisionally in charge of or on lease to the Soviet Government would 
be taken over by China. Under a second agreement the Soviet Govern- 
ment extended the equivalent of a $300 m. credit to China to cover a 
five-year period at 1 per cent interest. In a separate Note the Soviet 
Government agreed to hand over to the Chinese without compensation 
property acquired from Japanese owners in Manchuria and all build- 
ings of the former military settlement in Peking. Notes were also ex- 
changed establishing that the Sino-Soviet treaty and agreements of 
14 August 1945 were invalid, and stating that both Governments 
guaranteed the independence of the Mongolian People’s Republic. 


YEMEN. 14 Feb.—Resumption of diplomatic relations with the U.S.A. 
(see United States). 


YUGOSLAVIA. 7 Feb.—Decentralization. Mr Kidric, chairman of the 
State Planning Commission and a member of the Politburo, addressed 
the Presidium on the advantages of decentralization, which made for 
higher efficiency and less bureaucracy. The Government had already 
transferred responsibility to the six republics for the production of 
textiles, leather, and rubber, and they in turn had passed on control to 
the local authorities. 

The Federal Ministries of Electricity and Mines were abolished by 
decree and their responsibilities transferred to the republics. 

The Polish Ambassador was reported to have left for Warsaw. 

Albanian Note of protest (see Albania). 

13 Feb,—Thirteen members of an illegal anti-Communist organiza- 
tion were found guilty by a district court in Belgrade of conspiring to 
overthrow the Government and were sentenced to prison terms ranging 
from twenty to five years. 

15 Feb.—Rumania. A Note was handed to the Rumanian Embassy 
protesting against the ‘forcible detention’ of the Yugoslav Ambassador 
in Bucharest. In spite of repeated requests the Government had failed 
to provide him with the permit necessary for his departure. 


Feb 


Ma: 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Conference of U.S. diplomats in Africa, Lourengo Marques, 
Portuguese East Africa. 

Opening of hearings by International Court on interpreta- 
tion of Bulgarian, Hungarian, and Rumanian Peace Treaties. 
General Election in South-West Africa for seats in South 
African Parliament. 

General Election, Yugoslavia. 

Meeting of Committee of Ministers of Council of Europe. 
Regional meeting of U.S. Ambassadors in Latin America, 
Rio de Janeiro. 

General Election, Greece. 

Meeting of U.S. diplomats in the Near East, Cairo. 
Meeting of Scandinavian Foreign Ministers, Stockholm. 
Belgian referendum on return of King Leopold. 

General Election, U.S.S.R. 

I.R.O. General Council, fifth session. Geneva. 
International Tin Study Group, fifth session. Paris. 
Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe, Strasbourg. 


